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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1902 edition. Excerpt: .at Metz, May 2o, 1436? Mr. Delepierre reminds us that the
Duke of Bedford, regent of France for the English king, died in 1435, and that most probably Jeanne d Arc was
released from prison aHer this event. Now this supposition lands us in a fatally absurd conclusion. We are, in
fact, asked to believe that the English, while holding Jeanne fast in their clutches, gratuitously went through the
horrid farce of burning some one else in her stead; and that, aHer having thus inexplicably behaved, they
further stultified themselves by letting her go scot-free, that their foolishness might be duly exposed and
confuted. Such a theory is childish. If Jeanne d Arc ever survived the 30th May, 1431, it was because she escaped
from prison and succeeded in hiding herself until safer times. When could she have done this? In a sortie from
Compiegne, May 24, 1430, she was thrown from her horse by a Picard archer and taken prisoner by the Bastard
of Vendome, who sold her to John of Luxembourg. John kept her in close custody at Beaulieu until August.
While there, she made two attempts to escape; first, apparently, by running out through a door, when she was
at once caught by the guards; secondly, by jumping from a high window, when the shock of the fall was so
great that she lay insensible on the ground until discovered. She was then removed to Beaurevoir, where she
remained until the...
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