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Inflammables.--Laws meager and inadequate. No official
responsible for enforcement. No adequate inspections. Local
conditions fair, except for some excessive amounts of
gasolene, carelessly handled, and some rubbish. Electricity.--
No supervision or inspection. New inside work only fair, some
old work poor. Wires of one telephone company underground
in business district. Overhead wire obstructions serious in
principal mercantile district. No recent trouble from
electrolysis; no tests made by water company. Conflagration
Hazard.--In the principal mercantile district, construction is
mostly low and small, but is largely joisted brick with
considerable frame and there is practically no protection to
vertical or horizontal openings. Although the fire department is
efficient, considerable dependence is placed on streams direct
from hydrants, which would not be effective with the pressure
now carried; overhead obstructions are bad, streets are of only
fair width, the fire alarm system is inseBOSTON S FIRE
PROTECTION. 221 curely...
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