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Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1920 edition. Excerpt: . THE GOLDEN TOUCH. Once upon a time there lived a very
rich King whose name was Midas, and he had a little daughter whom he loved very dearly. This King was
fonder of gold than of anything else in the whole world: or if he did love anything better, it was the one little
daughter who played so merrily beside her father s footstool. But the more Midas loved his daughter, the more
he wished to be rich for her sake. He thought, foolish man, that the best thing he could do for his child was to
leave her the biggest pile of yellow glittering gold that had ever been heaped together since the world began. So
he gave all his thoughts and all his time to his purpose. When he worked in his garden, he used to wish that the
roses had leaves made of gold: and once when his little daughter brought him a handful of yellow buttercups,
he exclaimed, Now if these had only been real gold they would have been worth gathering. He very soon forgot
how beautiful the flowers, and the grass, and the trees were, and at the time my story begins Midas could
scarcely bear to see or to touch anything that was not made of gold. Every day he used to spend a great many
hours in a dark, ugly room underground: it was here that he kept all his money, and whenever Midas wanted...
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