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Nineteenth Century One would have to distinguish the individuals whose words have had the greatest effect in
stirring up public attention, and in forwarding the cause of religious liberty. Instances of failure would have to
he noticed, and the causes of failure clearly indicated; above all, every case of religious persecution would have
to he enumerated and classified, and from the facts thus presented to the mind, the hidden laws which have
been all this time regulating the ebb and flow of the tide of religious liberty would have to he brought clearly
into view. This slight sketch of what such an essay ought to be does not cover nearly all the ground which it
ought to cover, but this is enough, | trust, to show you that | do not come before you under false pretences; that
| do not in the least degree under estimate the immense proportions of such a work; and that it would have
been impossible for me, with my recent manifold engagements and domestic anxieties, to have attempted to
arrange and then to condense the various subjects which essentially belong to a review of this most important
part of the history of our own times. In default of this, | must ask you to accept from me to-night a brief
account of my own experience as an advocate of religious liberty, and as one who has had to pay much - and
may have to pay much more - as the penalty for his attack against authority in matters of religion. There is so
much in the mere dry...
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