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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Attacks Upon the Spanish Main by Admiral
Vernon The somewhat uncertain peace brought about in Europe in 1736, largely through the efforts of Sir
Robert Walpole, served to strengthen the family compact between the Bourbon courts of France and Spain and
to give time for the increase of the naval forces of these countries rather than to encourage, as Walpole had
hoped, a continued tranquility. The great sea power of England had made possible the development of a large
English trade with Spanish America during the alliance of England and Spain in the war against France. This
growing commercial supremacy of England was naturally unwelcome to Spain, and both by enforcing the
limitations placed upon trading, inserted in the Treaty of Utrecht, and by annoying restrictions in the Spanish
ports of America, Philip endeavored to reduce to almost a disappearing point English intercourse with the
Spanish colonies. English trading vessels, always at that time partially armed, were having frequent encounters
with Spanish vessels, and on neither side were the agreed upon stipulations duly respected. Walpole, more
prudent than the adventurous traders of England believed consistent with the honor of his country, vainly tried
to hold down the clamorers for war in Parliament. The final event which made the efforts of Walpole wholly
powerless for peace was the seizure off the Spanish Main by the ship Isabel, of an English merchant ship loaded
with contraband stuffs, under Captain Jenkins. The commander of the Isabel appears to have treated Captain
Jenkins with unusual cruelty, and, before releasing him, cut off one of his ears. In the spring of 1739, Jenkins
appeared, amid great excitement, at the...
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