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Spiegel &amp; Grau, 2012. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+ Customer
Servicel Summary: Betting on the come in her wickedly funny debut, Beth Raymers prose is like a virgin in a
sandy bikini festooned with C-notes. From Vegas to Rio, from the boxing ring to the stripper's pole, she rubs
shoulders and other things with the sickest crew of action junkies since Roulettenburg. Her ear for sports
bettors' patois, for the ins and outs of pleasure, self-pleasure, and getting the best of it, makes Lay the Favorite
a kaleidoscope of high-test debauchery. James McManus, author of Positively Fifth Street Strange as hell, wildly
affectionate and very, very funny. It is a world filled with scoundrels, thieves, and gamblers. It is a world we all
recognize, where everyone is looking to somehow come out on top while doing what they love. The book is wise
and has a relish for life that is a treat. Stephen Frears Beth Raymer possesses one of the most original voices
I've encountered in years of teaching, reading, and reviewing young writers. And she puts that voice to ideal use
in depicting the demimonde of sports gambling, the place where she finds an unlikely but uncanny surrogate
family. Lay the Favorite is a coming-of-age saga like no other youre ever likely to read. Samuel G. Freedman,
author of Letters to a Young Journalist Lay the Favorite reads more like a novel than a memoir. The rich
characters are drawn in depth, yet simply and honestly.- Wall Street Journal [A] very funny and smart book.-
Robert Siegel, NPR/All Things Considered Seduced by her stories, we long for this strange, sleazy and alluring
landscape, even as the stakes get higher and Raymer's search for the best of it turns into a worst-case scenario.
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